Isolated cardiac recurrence of acute lymphoblastic leukemia characterized by t(11;19) two years after unrelated allogeneic bone marrow transplantation.
A 33-year-old male presented with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) characterized by translocation (11;19)(q23;p13.3). He received an allogeneic bone marrow transplant from a matched unrelated donor. Two years later his disease relapsed with an isolated intracardiac mass, presenting as right heart failure. He had no evidence of concomitant relapse in the bone marrow. Tumor cytogenetics revealed clonal evolution with the karyotype 46,XY,t(3;16)(q23;p13),t(11;19)(q23;p13.3), the chromosome 16 breakpoint involving the band where the genes for multidrug resistance-associated protein and CREB binding protein are known to reside. To our knowledge, this is the first report of an isolated extramedullary relapse of ALL in the heart.